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Roslindale  Village  business  district  to  alert 
drivers  to  the  presence  of  both  local 
businesses  and  the  pedestrians  shopping 
and  walking  there. 

The  connection  between  the  train  station 
and  the  Square  becomes  increasingly 
critical  as  successful  developments  buoy 
the  success  of  the  Roslindale  Village 
business  district. 
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way  along  the  Square;  and  (2)  keep  it  one 
way,  but  narrow  it  at  the  Square  and 
eliminate  the  right-turn  lane  on  to 
Cummins  Highway.  A  traffic  study  that 
focuses  on  the  business  district  but  takes 
into  account  commuter  traffic  should  be 
done  to  evaluate  the  best  way  to  improve 
this  stretch  of  Washington  Street. 
Improve  the  overall  streetscape  with  more 
greenery,  benches  and  shelters  at  the  bus 
stops,  and  human  scale  lighting  to  buffer 
pedestrians  from  the  automobile  traffic. 
Lengthen  "walk"  light  cycles. 

Narrow  Belgrade  Avenue  by  widening  the 
sidewalks.  Add  neckdowns  and 
appropriate  traffic  signalization  at  proper 
locations,  taking  into  account  the  design 
of  the  commuter  rail  station  and  the 
location  of  the  bus  stop  at  the  corner  of 
Belgrade  Avenue  and  Robert  Street. 

Ensure  that  Corinth  Street  is  a  focus  of  a 
traffic  study  in  Roslindale  Square.   Redo 
lines  on  the  street  to  distinguish  parking 
lanes  and  travel  lanes.  Add  a  crosswalk 
across  Corinth  Street  at  the  Village 
Market. 

Add  parking  spaces  on  the  park  side  of  the 
Poplar  Street  to  augment  the  number  of 
spaces  near  the  shops  and  serve  as  a  traffic 
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Belgrade  Avenue  in  the  section  between 
the  train  station  and  the  Square  seems 
unnecessarily  wide  for  one  lane  of  traffic. 
The  width  encourages  automobile  traffic 
speeding  which  endangers  the  people 
walking  to  and  from  the  train  station.  The 
"walk"  light  and  crosswalk  are  in  an 
inconvenient  location  and  are  not  directly 
connected  to  the  main  stairway  to  the 
station. 

Corinth  Street  is  very  busy  with  through 
traffic  and  local  traffic.  There  is  parking 
on  both  sides  of  the  one  way  street.  As  a 
result,  the  traffic  lane  is  narrow  and 
drivers  are  often  confused  about  whether 
it  is  one  or  two  lanes.  Bus  traffic  on  the 
street  further  complicates  the  issues.  The 
car  and  bus  traffic  makes  it  dangerous  for 
pedestrians,  particularly  the  large  volume 
of  people  walking  to  and  from  the  Village 
Market  entrance. 

With  Adams  Park  on  one  side  and  a  row 
of  shops  on  the  other,  Poplar  suffers  as  a 
cut-through  for  the  through  traffic 
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Belgrade  Avenue  between  the  Roslindale 
Village  commuter  rail  stop  and  Roslindale 
Square 

0> 

i~ 

oo 
sz 
c 
'i- 

o 
U 

<u 
1) 

1_ 

in 

Q. 
O 

a. 

* 


% 


- 


a 

- 


Q        J2 

7      c* 


CO 

C 

.2 

-4—* 

C3 

'— 

D 
> 

o 
U 

"S 
3 


• 

S 

u. 

ti 

2 

o 
U 

• 

o 

& 

2 

Q 

• 

S 

C/3 

2 

Q 

"5? 

s 
o 

U 

■*■» 

U 

■o 

B 
« 

o 

o 
-E 

k. 
o 

-Q 

-e 
M 

Z 

The  train  station  is  a  great  resource  to 
residents  of  Roslindale  and  those  visiting 
Roslindale  Square,  providing  access  to 
and  from  Downtown  Boston  in  under  20 
minutes.  It  should  appropriately  orient 
visitors  and  commuters  to  nearby 
resources  and  to  the  flavor  of  the 
neighborhood. 
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Redesign  the  pedestrian  connection  from 
the  platform  area  to  Belgrade  Avenue 
including  proper  stairway  alignment, 
narrow  pedestrian  crossing  areas,  human 
scale  lighting,  and  appropriate 
landscaping.  Redesign  the  shelter 
structure  to  reflect  the  character  of  the 
neighborhood  and  provide  more  amenities 
(e.g.,  newspaper  stand,  coffee  shop, 
community  bulletin  board,  map  of 
Roslindale  Village  business  district)  to 
commuters  and  visitors. 

Include  park  considerations  in  a 
Roslindale  Square  traffic  study.  Continue 
to  encourage  a  greater  variety  of 
businesses  to  locate  in  the  Square  to 
increase  foot  traffic.  Install  crosswalks  at 
the  parks  entrances  to  make  pedestrian 
connections  clearer.  Add  a  planting  box 
on  the  corner  of  South  Street  and  Poplar 
Street.  Plant  a  permanent  evergreen  tree 
to  be  used  year  after  year  for  the 
Christmas  tree  lighting. 

Redesign  the  intersection  to  make  it  safe 
for  people  traveling  by  various  modes  of 
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diverted  from  the  one-way  section  of 
Washington  Street  along  the  Square. 

The  station  itself  could  benefit  from  a 
redesign  with  an  emphasis  on  the 
pedestrian  connections  to  Roslindale 
Square.  The  station's  design  is  currently 
mainly  oriented  to  the  commuter  parking 
lot  on  the  north  side  of  the  station. 
Passengers  board  only  on  the  north  side, 
but  they  enter  the  station  area  from  both 
the  north  and  the  south.  The  stairs  that 
lead  down  from  the  platform  and  shelter 
place  you  in  the  line  of  traffic  exiting  from 
the  smaller  lot  on  the  south  side  with  no 
clear  crossing  locations.  The  shelter  itself 
serves  the  basic  need,  but  is  too  small  for 
the  number  of  commuters  that  utilize  the 
stop.  Also,  its  design  does  not  reflect  the 
character  of  the  neighborhood  or  the 
nearby  business  district. 

Adams  Park  is  a  great  gathering  place  for 
neighborhood  events.  The  concert  series 
has  been  successful  and  there  is  a  festive 
Christmas  tree  lighting  every  holiday 
season.  However,  people  that  are  passing 
through  do  not  tend  to  sit  or  stay  there  on 
a  regular  basis.   It  could  serve  as  a  place 
of  more  "eyes  on  the  street,"  but  people 
tend  to  pass  through  rather  than  stay.  The 
enclosed  south  side  of  the  park  does 
encourage  parents  with  young  children  to 
play  in  the  park  during  the  day.  The 
buffering  is  a  good  balance  between 
providing  sight  lines  through  and  keeping 
traffic  noise  out. 

The  square,  located  at  the  intersection  of 
Belgrade  Avenue  and  Robert  Street,  is  a 
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Use  of  the  parking  lot  would  relieve  some 
of  the  parking  and  traffic  pressure  on  the 
streets  in  the  Square. 
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transportation.  If  an  island  is  appropriate, 
it  should  be  suitably  designed.  Add  a 
fountain  to  Alexander  the  Great  Park  to 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  park  and  to 
drown  out  the  sounds  of  the  traffic  at  the 
adjacent  busy  intersection.  Add  a  bus 
shelter  at  the  bus  stop  on  Belgrade  Avenue 
adjacent  to  the  pocket  park. 

Add  a  physical  gateway  marker  to  the 
park  that  is  visible  from  the  train  station  to 
orient  visitors  and  regular  shoppers.  Add 
trash  receptacles  for  park  users' 
convenience.  Install  a  community  bulletin 
board. 

Enhance  the  two  connections  to  the  lot 
from  South  Street  by  the  entrance  to  the 
Village  Market  parking  lot.  Install  a 
crosswalk  in  line  with  the  alley  and  the 
sidewalk  towards  the  market.   Redesign 
and  enhance  the  little  pocket  park  along 
the  other  access  point  along  Taft  Hill 
Terrace. 

Add  a  crosswalk  at  the  main  entrance  to 
the  market  across  Corinth  Street.  Enhance 
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dangerous  intersection  for  car  drivers, 
pedestrians,  and  bicyclists.  The 
intersection  is  too  wide  with  large  turning 
radii  and,  as  a  result,  does  not  effectively 
guide  traffic.  The  traffic  island  that  is 
there  is  too  small  to  channel  traffic,  and 
the  concrete  planter  in  the  middle  of  it  is 
an  eyesore.  The  pocket  park  could  be  a 
nice  refuge,  but  there  is  no  real  attraction 
to  sitting  on  the  edge  of  the  expansive 
intersection. 

The  pocket  park  is  the  gateway  to 
Roslindale  Square  from  the  commuter  rail 
stop.  It  is  also  the  midpoint  between  the 
train  stop,  and  the  Village  Market  and 
future  courtyard  development  on  the 
market  side  of  Birch  Street.  The  stairs 
from  the  train  stop  lead  pedestrians 
towards  the  park,  but  there  is  no  crosswalk 
to  help  them  across  Belgrade  Avenue. 
The  nearest  crosswalk  is  at  the  corner  of 
Belgrade  Avenue  and  South  Street.   It 
does  have  an  immediate  "walk"  light 
button,  but  it's  location  is  not  on  the 
pathway  of  most  pedestrians.  The 
benches  at  the  park  are  nice,  but  there  are 
no  trash  receptacles  near  by. 

There  is  plenty  of  parking  available  on  the 
edge  of  the  Square  at  the  public  parking 
lot  off  Taft  Hill  Terrace.  However,  many 
drivers  will  circle  the  Square  looking  for  a 
parking  spot  on  the  street  rather  than  park 
in  the  lot.  The  connections  to  the  lot  and 
an  improved  appearance  might  encourage 
people  to  use  it  more  often. 

The  new  Village  Market  is  an  excellent 
addition  to  the  Square  that  is  bringing  in  a 
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Pocket  park  at  Belgrade  Avenue  across 
from  the  Roslindale  Village  commuter  rail 
stop 
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the  connections  to  the  Taft  Hill  Terrace 
parking  lot  (see  above). 
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lot  of  foot  and  automobile  traffic.  Parking 
and  pedestrian  safety  are  serious  issues. 
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Forest  Hills  is  a  regional  transportation 
hub  that  has  not  enjoyed  the  expected 
economic  benefits  of  that  status. 
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Make  streetscape  improvements  and 
redesign  curb  cuts  to  improve  the 
connection  from  Washington  Street  to  the 
stores  themselves.  Focus  on  the  design  of 
the  edges  and  entrances  of  the  complex, 
especially  along  Washington  Street.   It 
would  make  an  excellent  location  for  a 
restaurant  or  other  business  that  could  take 
advantage  of  the  views. 

Continue  efforts  to  promote  transit- 
oriented  development  in  the  Forest  Hills 
area.  Explore  efforts  to  "humanize"  the 
scale  of  the  area  by  redesigning  the  feeder 
roads  (Washington  Street  and  Hyde  Park 
Avenue)  and  reworking  the  station 
configuration. 
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The  location  of  the  shopping  center  offers 
excellent  views  of  the  downtown  skyline 
and  surrounding  area.  However,  the 
center's  design  is  automobile-oriented, 
making  it  somewhat  unfriendly  to 
pedestrians  and  bicyclists.  It  feels 
disconnected  from  Roslindale  Village. 

Forest  Hills  is  an  area  currently  defined  by 
its  status  as  a  regional  transit  hub  with 
commuter  rail  service,  the  Orange  Line, 
and  numerous  bus  lines.  For  all  the 
activity,  however,  there  is  relatively  little 
commercial  development. 
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A  park  would  make  the  library  a  more 
desirable  destination,  and  make  a  critical 
connection  to  Adams  Park  (in  the  middle 
of  the  Square). 
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Create  an  "outdoor  reading  room'Vpassive 
park  at  the  site  of  Kosta's  (next  door). 
Make  Washington  Street  two  way  in  front 
of  the  Square  to  facilitate  access.  Focus 
design  efforts  on  the  entrance  to  the 
library. 
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The  branch  library's  building  needs 
renovation  and  reorganization.   It  is 
physically  disconnected  from  the  Square 
by  Washington  Street.  The  library 
appears  to  be  generally  "dispirited."  As  a 
result,  it  does  not  fulfill  its  potential  as  a 
neighborhood  resource. 
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social  services  in  Roslindale  Square. 
Coordinate  services  and  programming  to 
the  extent  practicable. 

Ensure  that  institutional  pricing  structures 
accommodate  the  limits  of  typical 
families'  spending  capacities.  Expand 
commuter  rail  service  on  the  weekends. 
Coordinate  commuter  rail  schedules  with 
special  events.  Provide  special  event 
transportation  shuttles  from  major 
neighborhood  centers  such  as  Roslindale 
Square. 

Establish  priorities  for  recreational  options 
among  community  members.  Inventory 
spaces  for  possible  recreational  expansion. 
Consider  park  redesign  to  accommodate 
new  recreational  uses.  Ensure  access  and 
legibility  to  existing  and  new  recreation 
sites. 

Improve  the  design  of  the  entrances  to  the 
community  center.   Improve  lighting  and 
overall  configuration  of  resources.  Add 
community  meeting  rooms  that  are 
suitable  for  large  and  small  meetings  and 
that  can  be  used  for  other  activities  and 
programming. 
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Square.  Opportunity  to  create  connections 
between  it  and  Roslindale  Community 
Center  and  Roslindale  Branch  Library. 

Admission  to  downtown  attractions  is 
often  prohibitively  expensive  for  a  family. 
Parking  is  difficult  and  expensive,  and 
there  is  no  commuter  rail  service  on  the 
weekends.  The  commuter  rail  schedule  is 
too  limited  to  be  practicable.  People  end 
up  driving  to  Forest  Hills  to  take  the 
Orange  Line  downtown.  The  whole 
process  is  further  complicated  with  the 
logistics  of  bringing  small  children  on  the 
trip. 

Roslindale  is  a  neighborhood  of  families. 
Spaces  for  activities  such  as  bowling 
would  benefit  the  neighborhood.  In 
addition,  spaces  that  accommodate 
activities  for  seniors  are  in  demand. 

Dennis  C.  Haley  Elementary  School  and 
Charles  Sumner  Elementary  School  have 
been  designated  as  part  of  the  Boston 
Schoolyard  Initiative. 

The  Roslindale  Community  Center  is  in  a 
beautiful,  old  public  building  and  has 
good  recreational  facilities  including  a 
basketball  court  and  overhead  track. 
However  the  lighting  and  interior  design 
of  the  facility  leave  it  feeling  dispirited. 
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Connections  to  Downtown  Boston 
activities  (Aquarium,  Children's  Museum, 
etc.) 

Recreational  opportunities  for  families  and 
seniors 
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All  residents  should  be  within  close 
proximity  of  a  park  for  everyday  use. 
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park  in  Roslindale.  Employ  kids  to  design 
the  park.  Ensure  that  any  facility  of  this 
sort  is  designed  with  a  field  house  and 
provision  for  full  time  supervisors. 

Ensure  that  the  entrances  to  the  tunnel  and 
the  tunnel  itself  are  well  lit  for  evening 
and  night  use. 

Add  more  play  equipment.  Expand 
community  policing  (particularly  with 
police  on  mountain  bikes)  in  this  area.  A 
constant  presence  of  some  sort  would 
improve  safety  and  community 
stewardship  of  the  park.  Examine 
scheduling  practices  for  field  use,  and 
develop  a  policy  for  residential  priority. 

Establish  a  citywide  standard  and/or  goal 
for  residential  proximity  to  parks  and  open 
spaces,  with  particular  attention  to  spaces 
suitable  for  children.  Inventory  possible 
locations  for  tot  lots  and  small  play 
spaces,  and  determine  the  appropriate 
locations  for  new  play  spaces  in  each 
neighborhood. 

Inventory  streets  in  need  of  street  trees. 
Establish  strategic  plan  for  the  planting 
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The  foot  tunnel  is  very  well  used  by 
residents,  but  it  is  always  filled  with 
broken  glass. 

Park  could  be  better  maintained  and 
managed.  Foot  tunnel  is  a  potentially 
great  connector  for  pedestrians,  but  it  does 
not  feel  safe  at  night.  There  are  lots  of 
kids  hanging  around,  and  their  presence 
tends  to  intimidate  potential  park  users. 

Healy  Playground  is  a  large  set  of  ball 
fields,  strategically  located  just  outside  of 
Roslindale  Square. 

Stony  Brook  Reservation  is  approximately 
400  acres  of  green  space  managed  by  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission.  It 
could  be  a  wonderful  resource,  but  it  is 
hampered  by  budgetary  constraints. 
Parking  lots  are  often  closed,  making 
access  by  car  difficult.  Paths  are 
inadequately  maintained  to  the  point  of 
being  unsafe  for  all  park  users. 

Residents  feel  that  there  are  not  enough  tot 
lots  and  small  parks  in  Roslindale. 

Many  streets  in  Roslindale  do  not  have 
enough  street  trees,  which  are  necessary 
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Aldrich  Street  foot  tunnel  under  the 
railroad  tracks 
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Stony  Brook  Reservation  /  George  Wright 
Golf  Course 
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and  maintenance  of  street  trees  across  the 
city. 

Include  information  about  the 
neighborhood's  parks  and  open  spaces  in 
at  a  designated  information  center  in 
Roslindale  Square  (e.g.,  a  bulletin  board  at 
the  Roslindale  Village  train  station). 
Include  parks  and  natural  spaces  in  a 
comprehensive,  citywide  signage  plan. 

Embark  on  cooperative  planning  process 
between  the  major  stakeholders.  Ensure 
that  public  transportation  is  at  the  center 
of  the  discussion.  Plan  specifically  for  the 
many  once-a-summer  events  that  have  a 
large  impact  on  both  the  parks  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhoods. 

Identify  specific  sites  that  would  offer 
better  connections  between  the  parks  and 
natural  spaces  in  Roslindale's  "Emerald 
Necklace."  Promote  linkages  of  this  sort 
throughout  the  city  so  that  every 
neighborhood  has  access  to  intertwined 
links  to  the  larger  system  of  parks. 

Establish  criteria  that  have  empirically 
shown  to  affect  habits  of  stewardship 
among  community  members,  and  employ 
those  criteria  in  every  redesign  effort. 

Establish  a  strategic  management  plan  for 
the  installation,  maintenance,  and 
upgrading  of  public  utilities. 
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for  aesthetic  and  for  environmental 
reasons. 

The  Arnold  Arboretum  is  well  maintained 
and  well  used  by  local  residents. 
However,  access  is  somewhat  confusing 
due  to  inadequate  signage  except  at  the 
entrances  themselves. 

The  construction  of  the  Boston  Nature 
Center  offers  an  opportunity  to  rethink 
critical  issues  about  access  to  all  of  the 
major  parks  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  All  of 
the  parks  need  to  be  accessible  by  public 
transportation,  foot,  and  bicycle  in 
addition  to  by  car. 

Roslindale  is  ringed  by  some  of  the  City 
of  Boston's  largest  parks  and  natural 
spaces  that  form  Roslindale's  very  own 
"Emerald  Necklace."  Unlike  the  original 
"Emerald  Necklace,"  however,  the  parks 
are  not  necessarily  well  linked  physically. 

Design  and  maintenance  of  parks  and 
natural  spaces  have  a  significant  impact  on 
whether  or  not  residents  become 
caretakers  of  individual  parks.  Ensure  that 
all  new  or  redesigned  parks  take  into 
account  the  important  role  of  stewardship. 

Roslindale's  utility  infrastructure  needs 
significant  upgrades.  The  unnamed  storm 
in  October  1995  caused  a  lot  of  damage  to 
homes  and  businesses  in  the 
neighborhood. 
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The  'Green  Heart'  (Franklin  Park,  Arnold 
Arboretum,  Boston  Nature  Center 
(Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  project 
at  the  former  Boston  State  Hospital),  and 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery) 
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Cemeteries  (Forest  Hills,  St.  Michael's, 
Mount  Hope,  and  Calvary) 
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Rework  Cummins  Highway  to  include  a 
bicycle  lane  and  neckdowns  for  safer 
pedestrian  crosswalks.  Emphasize  with 
signage  the  proximity  of  the  resources  on 
both  the  Roslindale  and  Mattapan  ends  of 
the  road. 

Reconfigure  the  intersection  to  be  safe  for 
all  modes  of  transportation. 

Repair  the  parkways'  paths  and  sidewalks. 
Establish  a  reliable  system  for 
maintenance  and  upgrading. 
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Cummins  Highway  offers  a  direct 
connection  between  Roslindale  Village 
and  Mattapan  Square  /  Neponset  River. 
At  this  time  it  does  not  feel  like  a  "green 
corridor,"  although  it  will  connect 
Roslindale  residents  to  a  critical,  future 
natural  resource 

The  intersection  of  Cummins  Highway, 
American  Legion  Highway,  and 
Canterbury  Street  is  a  wide  open  space 
that  is  confusing  and  dangerous  for 
drivers,  bicyclists,  and  pedestrians. 

The  parkways  are  beautiful  and  inviting  to 
bicyclists  in  addition  to  automobile 
drivers.  Paths  or  sidewalks  along  the 
parkways  are  in  disrepair  making  it  unsafe 
for  bicyclists  and  impossible  for  in-line 
skaters. 
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Cummins  Highway  /  American  Legion 
Highway  Intersection 

Parkways  (West  Roxbury  Parkway  and 
Eneking  Parkway) 
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Include  the  Walter  Street  Burial  Ground  in 
the  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department's  Graveyard  Initiative. 

Church  facilities  should  be  preserved  and 
their  organizations  supported. 
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The  Walter  Street  Burial  Ground  is  one  of 
the  few,  if  not  the  only,  burial  grounds 
without  an  enclosure  or  fence.  There  are 
several  historic  gravestones  on  the  site  - 
some  recently  restored,  but  many  in  need 
of  restoration. 

Churches  serve  as  social  centers  of  the 
neighborhood  and  the  communities  within 
the  neighborhood. 

CO 
CQ 
CU 

k. 

CO 

3 
O 

-o 

c 

3 

o 

o 

!s 

i_ 

3 

aa 

cu 

k. 

>— 
u 

*—> 

03 

co 
CU 

-E 

o 

u. 
3 
X 

U 

T3 

C 

< 


!*! 

CU 

<•- 

s 
© 

u 

0 

"O 

s 

03 

■o 
o 
o 

X 

t- 

o 

X 
X 

M 

'cu 

Z 

CO 
CU 
CO 

S 
O 

Q. 

CO 

CU 

cc 

— 

X 
"co 

CO 

© 

cu 
00 
03 
E 
00 
'co 
CU 

-a 

>> 
"o 

CU 
> 

CO 

E 

cu 

X 

CU 

L_ 

CL 

E 
O 
cu 

03 

cu 

.2 

E 

CO 
cu 

'E 

3 

k. 

© 
C 

Q. 

0 

■o 
s 
- 

V) 

CU 

3 

VI 
CO 

T3 
E 

ca 

1 

JU 
03 

_E 

"to 
O 

a! 

E 
3 
O 

1_ 

03 

E 
03 

E 

CU 
00 
03 
E 
00 

GO 

CO 

« 
CU 

k. 

< 

CO 

3 
U 

o 

Lu 

CU 

00 

03 
E 
00 

In 

CU 
00 

03 
CL 


.s 

-C      vs    oS 


O 
C 
C3 


oo 


co 

3 

oo 

3 
< 


t 


* 


- 


- 

2 

O 

<D 

• 

cS 

H 

T3 

u. 

a 

5 

"c/5 

ft 

o 

• 

C* 

H 

c 

'- 

•^ 

2 

co 

c 

ft 

O 

• 

-t-j 

H 

fa* 

C3 
CO 
J-i 

5 

> 

Q 

C 

L 

O 

t 

U 

U. 

>* 

2 

-4— » 

- 

3 

• 
- 

£ 

2 

ft 

o 
U 

• 

o 

b 

2 

ft 

• 

£ 
£ 

- 

3 

c/3 

- 


- 


— 


C 

.2 

■4— > 

t: 

o 

Oh 

C 

:— 

H 


c 
o 

u 

& 

U 

■o 
s 
ea 

■o 

O 
O 
— 

O 
X 

X 

M 

*s 
z 

All  residents  of  the  city  should  have 
affordable,  convenient  access  seven  days  a 
week  to  all  surrounding  areas  by  public 
transportation  to  reduce  our  residents' 
dependence  on  cars. 

A  road  hierarchy  would  promote  more 
efficient  use  of  the  existing  road  network. 
Establishing  vehicle  priority  promotes 
safety  for  people  traveling  by  any  mode 
of  transportation. 

An  circumferential  system  between  the 
proposed  Urban  Ring  and  Route  128/95 
could  connect  Dorchester,  the  Green 
Heart,  Roslindale,  Brookline,  Newton, 
Brighton,  Watertown,  North  Cambridge 
and  other  communities  and  destinations. 
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Redesign  the  street  to  balance 
automobiles,  bicycles,  pedestrians,  and 
public  transportation.  Focus  on  pedestrian 
considerations  such  as  buffering  from 
traffic,  human  scale  lighting,  textured 
crosswalks,  and  neckdowns  for  shorter 
crossing  distances. 

Consider  extending  the  Orange  Line  from 
Forest  Hills  through  Roslindale  Square. 
Establish  bus  routes  that  run  from 
Roslindale  Square,  through  Forest  Hills,  to 
downtown,  Cambridge,  and  other 
destinations. 

Pursue  efforts  to  establish  a  roadway 
hierarchy  that  establishes  priority  vehicles 
or  combinations  of  vehicles  for  every  road 
in  the  city.  Ensure  that  roads  designated 
for  bicycles  form  a  citywide  and  regional 
bicycle  network. 

Study  the  possibility  for  a  circumferential 
transit  ring  connecting  neighborhoods  and 
towns  outside  the  core  of  Downtown 
Boston  (Urban  Ring  II). 

Streetscape  and  infrastructure 
improvements  may  encourage  businesses 
to  improve  their  site  designs.  If  the 
'Green  Heart'  becomes  a  major 
destination,  the  increased  traffic  offers  an 
opportunities  to  property/business  owners. 
Study  possible  upgrade  incentives  for 
those  businesses. 
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Washington  Street  is  not  inviting  to 
pedestrians.  Sidewalks  are  very  narrow, 
and  street  lighting  is  not  human-scale.  As 
a  result,  it  feels  more  like  a  highway  than 
a  neighborhood  street  or  even  a  major 
thoroughfare. 

Light  rail  access  is  a  mile  away  from 
Roslindale  Square  at  Forest  Hills, 
commuter  rail  service  is  too  infrequent  to 
rely  upon  for  basic  public  transportation, 
and  the  buses  that  serve  Roslindale  go  no 
further  toward  downtown  than  Forest 
Hills. 

Roslindale  is  ringed  by  significant  green 
spaces  that  provide  pathways  for  the 
bicycle  network.  However,  the  network  is 
weak  in  and  through  Roslindale. 

Roslindale  is  well  connected  to  other 
neighborhoods  for  those  traveling  by 
automobile  but  not  for  those  using  public 
transportation. 

American  Legion  Highway  offers  an 
excellent  connection  from  Roslindale  and 
Hyde  Park  to  the  'Green  Heart'  and  the 
Emerald  Necklace.   Its  current  design  is 
auto-oriented  and  unpleasant  for  bicyclists 
and  pedestrians.   In  addition,  the  scale  of 
the  commercial  spaces  along  the  road  is 
unsettling  for  those  not  in  cars. 
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Washington  Street  between  Forest  Hills 
and  Roslindale  Square  and  between 
Roslindale  Square  and  Highpoint  Village 
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